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The Philly Showcase of Wine, Cheese & Beer

Mike Cola, BGCP Board of Governors Chairman

Left to Right: John Ericksen, Lisabeth Marziello, and CoachVermeil

Left to Right: Jeannie and Doug Pederson, Carol Vermeil, Howie and
Mindy Roseman and Coach Dick Vermeil

Howie Roseman and SWOOP

Left to Right: CEOs-Joe and Lisabeth, Samantha, Ally, and
Joseph Marziello

On April 11th and 12th, Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia hosted our 7th annual Philly Showcase
of Wine, Cheese & Beer. This year’s event paid tribute to Howie Roseman for his leadership
on and off the field as a Super Bowl champion and a champion for Philadelphia’s youth. Our
most successful, this year’s Showcase raised over $2 million, enabling us to continue to make Bold
Changes for Philadelphia youth.

Rich DeSimone as Frank Sinatra

The festivities kicked off on Thursday, April 11th at the Union League of Philadelphia with the
Coach’s Private Reserve Dinner. With over 450 guests in attendance, this elegant black-tie dinner
featured a gourmet three course meal with wine pairings from Vermeil family wines and decadent
cheese from BelGioioso Cheese. Event chairs Coach Doug Pederson, Jeannie Pederson, and Coach
Dick Vermeil celebrated Howie’s commitment to Philadelphia’s kids and communities, recognizing
his leadership across pro football and the local business community specifically with the “Howie
Roseman Challenge for Kids,” which has raised nearly half-a-million dollars for Philadelphia’s youth.

Coach Pederson with Josh Waxman,
owner of Lee's Hoagie House

On Friday April 12th, the celebration moved to the PA Convention Center as over 3,000 attendees
gathered for the Philly Showcase of Wine, Cheese & Beer to sample the best wine, cheese, beer and
gourmet foods Philly has to offer. Anchored once again by our friends at Vermeil Wines, BelGioioso
Cheese, Muller, Inc., Southern Glazer's and more than two dozen other vendors, this event was
Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia’s largest showcase yet. With entertainment provided by Rich
DeSimone as Frank Sinatra and plenty of compelling auction items, the Showcase showed why it
has become such a draw for Philly food fanatics. Guests enjoyed hundreds of wines, beers, cheese
and specialty foods, while celebrating Howie Roseman and raising funds to support Philadelphia’s
kids and communities.

Doug and Jeannie Pederson

We are grateful for the support of all of the sponsors, vendors and partners who helped make the
2019 Philly Showcase of Wine, Cheese & Beer success! Thank you to everyone who was able to
join us on April 11th and 12th—we can't wait to see you again next year for our 2020 Showcase!

Howie Roseman with Jamie Wichlacz from BelGioioso
Cheese

Coach Dick Vermeil and Coach Doug Pederson

Coach Pederson and Jeannie
Pederson pouring Vermeil Wines at the
Philly Showcase

Adrianna Adams, owner of Primo Water Ice with
Coach Pederson

A MESSAGE FROM THE CEOs:
Dear Champions for Change,
When we first arrived in Philadelphia, many deemed us as outsiders and newcomers, as a way to dismiss our
vision for change. We were told countless times that we didn’t understand how Philadelphia operated, and we
just needed to accept the status quo for our Clubs and our kids. This mantra of “that’s just the way it is” did
not align with our understanding of Philadelphia’s legacy as the heart of a revolution more than 225 years ago. A
legacy, that we soon learned, was deeply connected to our family roots; family roots that came to Philadelphia
in 1680.
Rather than being newcomers in the city, our journey to Philadelphia reflected a return home. Soon after taking
leadership of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia in 2012, we learned that our ancestors first immigrated
to this great city on the eve of the beginning of the revolution, seeking freedom and change. They saw
Philadelphia as a place of opportunity, where they could become contributing members of society without fear
of oppression or judgement. Today, more than 225 years later, this is the legacy we that we work to carry out
every day at our Boys & Girls Clubs.

President-CEOs
Joseph & Lisabeth Marziello

We want Philadelphia’s youth to see their city as a land of opportunity, resources, and freedom; to understand
that they do not have to accept crumbling buildings or subpar educational opportunities because “that’s just
the way it is.” We cannot thank you enough, our friends and supporters, for sharing our vision of hope and
opportunity for Philadelphia’s kids and communities.
Thanks to all of your support, we are fulfilling Philadelphia’s legacy as a place where change can happen, leaders
are nourished and encouraged, and dreams are possible. In the summer of 2019, we will unveil our fully
renovated Northeast Frankford Club, which encapsulates our vision for Philadelphia’s youth and future. This
legacy will inspire us as we fulfill our vision of making Bold Changes for Philadelphia’s kids.

Bold Change Chairman
David L. Cohen

In the best interest of the kids,

Lisabeth and Joseph Marziello

Lapstone and Hammer Raises
Over $20,000

customers access to Nike’s exclusive “Fear of
God” sneaker. In total, more than 2,000 people
donated to this campaign, raising more than
double the initial goal in just five days. This effort
shows the true value of partnership and serves a
reminder when a community comes together to
support a cause, a little bit of generosity goes a
long way!

Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia would like to extend a
big “Thank You” to our friends at Lapstone and Hammer
for helping spread the spirit of giving this holiday season!
Lapstone and Hammer helped raised over $20,000 to
support our Clubs through an online raffle offering their

Philadelphia ranks the poorest of the nation’s large cities, putting youth at risk for academic, social and health issues. At Boys & Girls
Clubs of Philadelphia, we believe that every child that walks through our doors is entitled to achieve his or her dreams. Our job
is to help these children overcome obstacles, access opportunities, and find their potential. The obstacles are great: poverty, food
insecurity, crime and substance abuse are pervasive in our kids’ neighborhoods. Opportunities are out of reach: poor graduation rates
and chronic unemployment are a result of underfunded schools and blighted business districts.
Despite these obstacles, Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia offer hope and opportunity to thousands of youth each year. In May
2015, we launched our Bold Change for Kids campaign, which will dramatically improve the lives of our city’s most economically
disadvantaged youth. Over the next five years we will transform seven of our Clubs, creating state-of-the art Kids Campuses complete
with Literacy Centers, Kids Cafes and Internet Essentials labs. This campaign will enable us to triple our impact in Philadelphia; by
2021, our innovative programming will reach 25,000 young people throughout the city.
Please join us in Going Bold and breaking the cycle of poverty in the communities we serve. Your donation will have a profound impact
on the lives of our youth, helping us provide them with the tools to develop into successful, healthy and well-rounded members of the
community. With your support, we will create a Great Future for our young people and our city.

Mail in the pledge card below or donate online at www.bgcphila.org/donate
Thank you for your support! Please fill out the following contact information:
Name:
Company (if applicable):

My company will match this donation

Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Payment Method:

Email:
Wire Transfer

I agree to pay the pledged amount:

Credit Card

Please mail to:
Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia
1518 Walnut Street
Suite 712
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Personal Check
Single Payment

Multiple payments not to exceed 3 years
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Youth of the Year

Kyra Lewis

Every year, the Youth of the Year
competition allows Club members to show
how Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia has
made a positive impact on each of their
lives. Each nominee, armed with personal
essays, a speech and presentation, attempts
to demonstrate his or her leadership,
character, and vision for America’s Future.

This year, we are especially pleased to
report that our winner, Kyra Lewis, was selected as Pennsylvania’s
2019 Youth of the Year and will represent the state at the regional
competition in June!
A member of the Fairmount Club for the last eight years, Kyra regularly
acts as a mentor and leader to younger members. As our first teen
AmeriCorps member, Kyra demonstrated her leadership abilities by
recruiting several friends to participate in the new program.
For the third year, BGCP also held
Junior Youth of the Year awards,
giving younger kids the chance to
be recognized for their upstanding
character and accomplishments.
Among 13 nominees, seventh
grader Leah Cavanaugh was
the winner from the tradition
clubs, and seventh grader Semaj

2019 National Conference
At the end of April, Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia President-CEO,
Joseph Marziello, traveled to Houston, TX to honor Club Alumni, John
Chu’s induction into the Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s National Hall
of Fame. Joseph served as John’s mentor when John was a child and
member of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fullerton, more than 25 years
ago. As a senior in high school, John was selected as Fullerton’s Youth of
the Year and now serves as a Colonel in the US Army. Throughout the
years, John has remained active in the Boys & Girls Club movement, and
was honored for his leadership at our 2017 Private Reserve Dinner. We
were proud to celebrate John’s accomplishments on a national stage!

Barron represented extension and public
housing sites. Both of these youngsters were
recognized for their drive, involvement and
leadership exhibited at their Clubs.
This year, for the first time, we presented
a member who has achieved tremendous
personal success, despite significant
obstacles, with an Honorary Youth of the
Year award. In recognition of his energy and
accomplishments, Teran Boyd was conferred
as our Honorary Youth of the Year. Teran’s
nomination was the result of others wanting
to recognize his unique determination and
spirit.
Overall, it was a great day for all to see
the hard work going on in the Clubs, and
us to celebrate and recognized youths’
accomplishments. A special thanks to
Philadelphia Fire Commissioner Adam Thiel
for providing encouragement to the BGCP
youth that they can, and will, make a difference
in the city of Philadelphia.
Good luck to Kyra in the regional competition
and beyond!

Leah Cavanaugh

Semaj Barron

Teran Boyd

AmeriCorps Members Host STEM Expo
Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia’s
AmeriCorps Members have been
hard at work providing dedicated
service to our Club kids since
the program launched in August.
While supporting kids in our STEM,
Literacy and additional High-Yield
Learning programs, the AmeriCorps
team also serve as role models
establishing strong relationships with
our youth.
In November, our AmeriCorps
Members led a day-long STEM
exposition that brought about 100
youth together from multiple Clubs
to take part in exciting experiments
and celebrate their love of science.
Members had the opportunity
to witness and engage in various
STEM-related activities designed
to spark an interest in science and

science-related careers. Activities
included building stethoscopes,
forming bubbles from dry ice,
and visualizing sound with salt. A
member of the Philadelphia Fire
Department was also present to
give a presentation on turtles,
tarantulas and snakes.
Each day, AmeriCorps Members
help provide Club kids with extra
help and much needed mentoring.

Left to Right: Joe Marziello, Jim Clark (BGCA President), John Chu, Merlyn Raco (BGC Fullerton Board)

Wayne Avenue Club Renovations
We are excited to announce the completion of renovations to our kitchen and cafeteria area at the Wayne Avenue Club! Thanks to the generous
support of the Wawa Foundation, the Cassett Foundation and others, we were able to replace the flooring, purchase new appliances, and complete
the repairs needed to certify the kitchen at Wayne Avenue as a Kids Café. Opened in March, the Kids Café at the Wayne Avenue Club will provide
home-cooked meals to over 80 youth daily. Additionally, through a newly developed partnership with Dietz & Watson, the Kids Cafés at both
Wayne Avenue and Wissahickon will be supplied with top quality meats at no cost. This will enable us to continue investing funds to expand this
critical program to all of our locations. Thanks to all of our partners and supporters who understand the importance of providing Club members
with access to healthy, home-cooked food.

JP Morgan Chase
Once again demonstrating their commitment to the
local community, JP Morgan Chase treated our kids
to a series of Holiday events as a commencement
to their new branches opened across the city. JP
Morgan Chase staff took 80 kids from our Wilson
Park and Wayne Avenue Clubs to an early screening
of Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse that included
transportation, goody bags, snacks, drinks and of
course, popcorn for everyone.
JP Morgan Chase also hosted a Holiday brunch
that included 100 kids from our West Kensington,

Harrison Plaza, Fairmount and Spring Garden Clubs,
and one very special guest, Santa Claus! Led by our
Board Member, Forrest Patterson, executives from JP
Morgan Chase welcomed the kids to the event and
went on to “adopt” two of the Clubs by supplying
them with school supplies for the coming year.
Everyone enjoyed a full hot brunch topped off with
hot cocoa. All the kids went home with a gift and
photo of Santa, not to mention big smiles and lifelong
memories.
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Club Kids raise over $700 to support
Alzheimer's Research!
Promoting community service and
leadership are key components of
Boys & Girls Clubs programming.
Throughout the year, kids at our
Clubs learn the importance of
giving back and helping others.
This January, they came together
to raise more the $700 for
Alzheimer’s research! The

donation, made to the UCI Mind
program, was raised through bake
sales, penny drives and other
activities at the Clubs.

Joel Embiid Visits NE Frankford
On October 12, 2018, Joel Embiid
of the Philadelphia 76ers visited
our Northeast Frankford Club. In
partnership with Under Amour,
Embiid surprised over 150 Club
kids with shirts, sweatbands, and
water bottles.

Inside the gym, Club kids
cheered with the Sixers' Center
as they watched a three point
contest. Thank you so much to
Under Armour for providing
an unforgettable day with "The
Process."

Not only did our members help
a great cause, but they learned
about the impact that their
actions can have on the lives of
others.

Power of Leadership

Thanks to the generous support of the
Brethren Community Foundation as part
of the Power of Leadership Initiative, Boys
& Girls Clubs of Philadelphia teamed up
with Prentice School to help spread multisensory literacy programming to four Club
organizations in California. From January 27th
to February 1st, our Executive Vice President
of Grants, Training and Development and
our Executive Vice President of Literacy,
Education and Training facilitated a weeklong session for 20 Club professionals
from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fullerton,
the Central Orange Coast, Sonoma Valley
and the Pomona Youth and Family Club.
This session focused on integrating multi-

sensory literacy instruction into Boys &
Girls Club programming, with participants
learning how to
facilitate lessons that
incorporate auditory,
visual and kinesthetic
components in order
to engage all learners.
Throughout the week,
participants practiced
teaching encoding, decoding, reading, and
writing strategies that they can use to help
boost youth literacy skills at their Clubs.
The group explored both structured lesson
components and creative adaptations that
help make literacy fun in a Club environment.
On the final day of the session, participants
worked in small groups to plan and
implement a full multi-sensory literacy lesson
in front of representatives from the Brethren
Community Foundation and staff from the
Prentice school.
Initial responses to the session have been
very positive. One participant remarked,
“I loved the dynamic that both Kelly and
Ariel had. They both knew what they were

teaching us like the back of their hands, and if
we had questions but they weren't sure how
to answer it, they always tried their best to
give us a solution. I feel like the two of them
together make a great team and that really
made the training really enjoyable.” Through
the Power of Leadership Initiative, we will
continue to support these organizations
as they develop their literacy programs.
Throughout the year, our team will provide
guidance and resources, checking in with
each organization on a monthly basis, and
facilitating an online learning community. We
are dedicated to replicating the success of
our Call to Action Literacy Initiative at Boys
& Girls Clubs
nationwide, by
providing Club
professionals
with the tools
and knowledge
to implement
high-quality
literacy
programming.

Bruce McKenny served as a Board Member of Boys & Girls Clubs of
Philadelphia for 21 years (1984-2005), and during his final three years,
as Chairman of the Board. Bruce was working for Arthur Anderson
Leadership Financial when he became involved with our fundraising,
and in particular, our late-summer Golf Classic. As a member of
Manufacturers’ Golf Course, Bruce coordinated donors and facilitated
the event.

Howie Roseman's

MVP
Corner
Bruce McKenny

Bruce can see himself continuing to help our organization for many
years to come, “What the Clubs do fulfills a tremendous need in the
community.” We, along with the kids of Philadelphia, are fortunate to
have someone like Bruce as part of the team for all these years.

