NON-PROFIT ORG
US Postage

PAID

Philadelphia, PA
Permit #5634
1518 Walnut Street Suite 712
Philadelphia, PA 19102
www.BGCPhila.org
215-735-8818

Stay Connected:

N E W S

F O R

O U R

S U P P O R T E R S

THE CLUBS
BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF PHILADELPHIA

@BGCPhila

Blue Cross River Rink Skating

On February 20th, 100 kids from multiple Clubs enjoyed the rare chance to come
together for a fun day of ice skating at Blue Cross RiverRink at Penn’s Landing,
thanks to the generosity of iHeartRadio.
The kids loved the chance to meet fellow members from other Clubs and were
eager to enjoy the wintry outdoor activity. For many, it was their first time
skating, but teen members from the Bridesburg Keystone Club were on hand
to help the younger kids lace their skates. With full club house access, the kids
from Bridesburg, Frankford, Germantown, Vaird, Nicetown, Wissahickon, and
Wilson Park all had a day to remember.
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Kids Cafe at Wissahickon

The Kids Café at Wissahickon is a continuing success. The kids, parents, and
community are deeply appreciative of our commitment to providing free, healthy,
and delicious food, and we are grateful for the
opportunity to instill the importance of home
cooked meals and the dangers of processed
foods. Recently, the kids’ favorite dish was the
chicken fajita flatbread with sides of roasted
corn and salsa. Our chef has also become an
integral member of the Club community.
Whenever he hears the kids using
inappropriate language, he asks them to use
“good gravy” instead. “Good gravy” has now
developed into the unofficial Club phrase.
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The 2018 Philly Showcase of Wine, Cheese, & Beer!
– A Tribute to Rob Ross, From Club Kid to Club Champion

Valley Forge

This year marked our 5th year of participation in the Spirit of America Youth Leadership
Program, sponsored by the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge. It is a four-day residential
program for 100 high school students focused on democracy, leadership, and the political
issues of contemporary American life, run by local undergraduate and graduate students.
Around twenty of our teens had the opportunity to experience this invaluable academic
retreat. Programming included a Mock Congressional Debate, an Entrepreneurship
Enterprise Challenge, Leadership
Workshops, and a tour of Valley Forge and
Historic Philadelphia. During the mock
judicial program, they practiced the art of
debate with a real world religious freedom
court case, heard by the Supreme Court.
At the close of the program, the Freedoms
Foundation challenged each student to
become a youth of influence in their own
community with the chance to be honored
by the organization in August. Over the next
few months, our kids will spearhead their
own community projects in pursuit of being
exemplary youth.

BGCP Names 2018 Youth of the Year and Junior Youth of the Year!
Congrats David W. from Bridesburg, Demaj E. from Fairmount & Serenity M. from Shane Victorino!

Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia hosted our annual Youth of the Year event on Saturday, February 17th at our Bridesburg Club. Youth of the Year exemplifies every Clubs’
commitment to enable youth to achieve their full potential and demonstration of service within the community. Each of our participating Clubs nominated a teen who
best demonstrated true leadership, character, and vision for the future of America.

Left to right: Jim Clark, Jessica Ross, Ryan Ross, Tracy Ross, Rob Ross, Vaughn Ross, Jasmine Ross, & Lisabeth Marziello
On April 19th and 20th, 2018, Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia hosted our 6th annual Philly Showcase of Wine, Cheese & Beer. This event, now a Philly favorite, raised over $1.8
million to support Philadelphia’s kids and communities!
The festivities kicked off on April 19th with the Coach’s Private Reserve Dinner. Hosted at the historic Union League of Philadelphia by Eagles coaching legend, Dick Vermeil, the
Coach’s Private Reserve Dinner was an elegant evening, featuring a five-course meal, top-shelf wines from Vermeil Wines and decadent cheese by BelGioioso Cheese. Nearly
500 leaders from Philadelphia’s business and philanthropic communities gathered as we paid tribute to local attorney Rob Ross, whose journey from Club Kid to Club Champion
remains an inspiration to all and is living proof the difference Boys & Girls Clubs can make in the lives of our members. While celebrating Rob’s accomplishments, guests were
treated to the musical genius of electric violinist Ken Ford, words of wisdom from Keynote Speaker Stedman Graham and a unique musical performance from singers Bobby Hill
and Tyler Perry. We are truly grateful for all who helped make this transformational evening possible, especially our presenting sponsors, the Union League of Philadelphia, Ross
Feller Casey LLP, Vermeil Wines and BelGioioso Cheese.
The celebration continued on April 20th as 3,000 attendees gathered to sample fine wines, cheeses, beers and specialty foods from a variety of local purveyors. This year’s event
featured 21 vendors including: BelGioioso Cheese, Vermeil Wines, Muller Inc., Whole Foods Market, Trinchero Family Estates, Southern Glazers Wine and Spirits, Conshohocken
Brewing Company, Deschutes Brewery, Original 13 Ciderworks, Saint Benjamin Brewing Company, Yards Brewery, Cappuccio's Meats, Conshohocken Italian Bakery, Full Spirited
Flavors, Herr Foods, il Giardino Italian Cuisine, J&J Snack Foods Corp., Oteri's Italian Bakery, Passanante's Home Food Service, Primo Water Ice, Procacci Brothers, Rocket Fizz
Westmont, and United by Blue. This year, for the first time, the Philly Showcase featured a VIP hour, with doors opening at 5pm, allowing guests to avoid the queues, enjoy a
guest performance by Ken Ford and have priority access to all of the fine wines, cheese, beers and specialty foods. Rich and Robert DeSimone provided live entertainment for the
evening performance as Frank Sinatra and Bobby Darin and Coach Vermeil made a guest appearance to pour his Vermeil Wines for our guests.
A huge thank you to our many generous sponsors, guests and attendees who made this event such a success! With more vendors and partners than ever, we are thrilled to see
such community support create Bold Changes for Philadelphia's youth! We hope that everyone saves-the-date for next year’s event on April 11th and 12th 2019, where we will
honor Howie Roseman!

This year, 10 teens were nominated to be honored as Youth of the Year: Michael Addison of the Shane Victorino Nicetown Club, Emily Chrupcala of the Bridesburg Club,
Stephanie Cosom Rouse of the Wissahickon Club, Jahlil Davis of the Shane Victorino Nicetown Club, Bria James of the Germantown Club, Kyra Lewis of the Fairmount Club,
William Minor of the Northeast Frankford Club, Ariel Orsini of the Vaird Club, Raniyah Tindal Raymond of the Rosen Manor Club, and David Waskiewicz of the Bridesburg
Club. After a series of many interviews, all of these young adults demonstrated high achievement and stewardship, and David Waskiewicz was chosen by the panel of
judges as our 2017 Youth of the Year.
David is a senior at Roman Catholic High School and has been a member of the Bridesburg Club for almost 12 years. His activities at the Club have included Torch Club
President, Keystone Club President, event coordinating, baking, mentoring, and Junior Staff. “I say this time and time again, the Bridesburg Boys & Girls Club is my
‘home away from home.’ The Club, as the kids in my neighborhood and I call it, was, and forever will be, the best thing that ever happened to me.”
For the second year Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia also held the Junior Youth of the Year for younger members ages 10-13, giving them the opportunity to be
recognized for their own upstanding character and accomplishments. The ten nominees included: Peter Abdelmalek of the Solis Cohen Club, Serenity Myers of the Shane
Victorino Club, Lakiyah Allen of the Spring Garden Club, Mahiyah Azuakoemu of the Bridesburg Club, Amirah Campbell of the Germantown Club, Danasia Thomas Dean
of the Raymond Rose Manor Club, Christopher Dunlap of the Abbotsford Homes Club, Demaj Ellis from the Fairmount Club, Katelynn Strzelecki of the Bridesburg Club,
Muhammad Warden of the Wayne Ave. Club, and Jayson Williams of the Vaird Club. From these nominees, two winners were selected. Eighth grader Serenity Myers was
the winner from the traditional clubs, and Seventh grader Demaj Ellis represented extension and public housing sites. Both of these youngsters were recognized for the
drive, involvement and leadership they exhibit at their Clubs.

Dick & Carol Vermeil and Stedman Graham

Ken Ford

A special thanks to Senator Christine Tartaglione and Philadelphia Fire Commissioner Adam Thiel for their involvement during the day and for providing encouragement
to the BGCP youth that they can, and will, make a difference in the city of Philadelphia.

Howie Roseman's

MVP
Corner
Bob and Penny Fox

David Waskiewicz

18 -Winter-Newsletter_spreads.indd 1-2

Serenity Myers

Whole Foods and Coach Vermeil
Bob and Penny Fox are leaders in Philadelphia’s philanthropic
community and generous supporters of Boys & Girls Clubs of
Philadelphia. As members of the Jeremiah Millbank individual
giving society, Bob and Penny have brought hope and
opportunity to thousands of Philadelphia’s kids. Their continuous
support of our special events, capital campaign and programmatic
investments help to create resources where our kids can meet their
dreams and achieve their full potential. Professionally, Bob serves as
Chairman and CEO of RAF Industries where he manages a portfolio
of over 20 companies. We cannot thank Bob and Penny enough for
joining us in Going Bold for Philadelphia’s kids and communities.

Demaj Ellis
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Comcast Cares Day 2018
at Germantown
On Saturday April 21st, we hosted over 45 volunteers and Comcast employees for
Comcast Cares Day at the Germantown Boys & Girls Club. We were fortunate to have
volunteer support from several Club kids and families, community members,
PowerCrunch, the Germantown Community Soccer Club, and students from Temple
University. The group completed several projects including a massive trash cleanup on the field and playground area, re-mulching and cleaning of the playground
area and equipment, cutting back trees and vines from the fences surrounding the
perimeter of the field, filling ditches and holes on the playing fields with dirt,
refurbishing the bleachers, and building four garden beds. Volunteers ranged from
5 to 50 years old and each member of the Germantown Community Soccer Club
participated in the clean-up efforts before their practice. It was a wonderful way for
young athletes and Club kids to get a taste of volunteering and community
involvement at their own Boys & Girls Club. The event was a fantastic success and all
planned projects were completed. We are very grateful to Comcast and the
wonderful volunteers that came out on a Saturday to support us!

A MESSAGE FROM THE CEOs:
Dear Champions for Change,
Now, as our Fiscal Year comes to a close, is the time to reflect upon 2018. We are grateful for all our Board members,
friends, supporter and loyal donors as we continue to embark on our Bold Change for Kids campaign, which encompassed
our fundraising plans throughout the year. Our success has been your success, as together we are transforming the
neighborhoods and lives of the kids who need us most, one child at a time.
Last month, we proudly had the opportunity to honor an alumni and valued member of our Boys & Girls Club family, Rob
Ross, at our 6th annual Philly Showcase of Wine, Cheese & Beer, which raised over $1.8 M for the kids. This Tribute was not
simply about raising money; instead, the heart of our event was acknowledging a Champion and Hero, Rob, whose legacy
began years ago at the Nicetown (now Shane Victorino) Boys & Girls Clubs. During this tribute, we found that Rob was
not alone in his daily journey to the Club; in fact, he was one of seven kids in his family who made their way to the Club
on a daily basis. It was truly a family affair. This heartfelt Tribute brought the Boys & Girls Clubs’ mission to the forefront,
validating the true meaning of the difference a Boys & Girls Club can and does make in a child’s life. Rob’s legacy will live on
through the halls of this Club, as his leadership has transformed this historical organization and continues to do so today.

Club Sleepover at Vaird

On March 23rd we were once again fortunate enough to benefit from the generosity
and dedication of BGCP Board member, John Scheffey, and his crew of engineers
and design experts from Core States Group, who hosted another sleepover and bed
giveaway for our members. Alongside Club staff, the Core States team transformed
our Vaird Club into a March Madness themed sleepover for members from the Vaird
and Germantown Clubs. 24 kids came out for a night of basketball, games, activities,
treats, movies and a few surprises. Not only did the kids spend a night in a fully
furnished bed, complete with mattresses, sheets, blankets, pillows, books, toiletries
and even teddy bears, but they also got to take it all home with them. The next day
Core States arranged for home delivery of each bed!
We thank Mr. Scheffey and the Core States Group volunteers for continuing their
tradition of providing our Club kids with a bed of their own. A good nights sleep lets
our kids start the day with their best foot forward and helps them reach their full
potential!

Lisabeth & Joseph Marziello
Chief Executive Officers

As we journey into 2019, we continue to be the voice of change for the kids in Philadelphia’s inner city neighborhoods.
These kids not only need a stable, clean and nurturing environment, they need the educational and social support to help
them realize that someone believes in them, and show them that they are not alone facing the struggles of their daily lives.
Their Boys & Girls Club is the hand on their shoulder to help guide and support them into the future. We have their back.
Together through our partners, Board members, friends, supporters and donors, we can continue to make our Bold Change
for Kids a reality. Your leadership makes a difference, and your voice for the kids is needed now, as we continue our quest
to improve our buildings, and transform opportunities through our Literacy Initiative, STEM Labs, Kids Cafes, and other
innovative programming. Thank you for continuing to believe in our kids and communities as we work together to make
sure all of our youth can achieve a Great Future!
In the best interest of the kids,
Bold Change Chairman
David L. Cohen

Lisabeth and Joseph Marziello

Howie Roseman Challenge for Kids
Our Howie Roseman Challenge for kid’s team finished
off a fantastic season by claiming Philadelphia’s very
first Super Bowl Victory! It was a proud night for
Philadelphia’s professional football team and for our
kids as the Eagles soared to a 41-33 win over the
Patriots. Throughout the course of the season, our
team scored 64 touchdowns, gained 412 first downs,
rushed 2485 yards and passed 4939 yards! In addition
to making history, our Howie Roseman Challenge team
successfully raised over $50,000 to support the kids
and communities who need us the most!

We continue our victory celebration on April 11th
and 12th 2019 at our 7th annual Philly Showcase of
Wine, Cheese & Beer, when we honor Howie for his
achievements and his contributions to Philadelphia.
Howie is a true leader both on and off the field and
an expert at putting together a winning team. Since
initiating the Howie Roseman Challenge for kids
in 2013, he has led his team in raising more than
$350,000. We are proud to call Howie a member
of our Boys & Girls Club family and look forward to
celebrating his victories on April 11th and 12th 2019!

Welcome New Board Members!

Philadelphia ranks the poorest of the nation’s large cities, putting youth at risk for academic, social and health issues. At Boys &
Girls Clubs of Philadelphia, we believe that every child that walks through our doors is entitled to achieve his or her dreams. Our job
is to help these children overcome obstacles, access opportunities, and find their potential. The obstacles are great: poverty, food
insecurity, crime and substance abuse are pervasive in our kids’ neighborhoods. Opportunities are out of reach: poor graduation
rates and chronic unemployment are a result of underfunded schools and blighted business districts.
Despite these obstacles, Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia offer hope and opportunity to thousands of youth each year. In May
2015, we launched our Bold Change for Kids campaign, which will dramatically improve the lives of our city’s most economically
disadvantaged youth. Over the next five years we will transform seven of our Clubs, creating state-of-the art Kids Campuses complete
with Literacy Centers, Kids Cafes and Internet Essentials labs. This campaign will enable us to triple our impact in Philadelphia; by
2021, our innovative programming will reach 25,000 young people throughout the city.
Please join us in Going Bold and breaking the cycle of poverty in the communities we serve. Your donation will have a profound
impact on the lives of our youth, helping us provide them with the tools to develop into successful, healthy and well-rounded
members of the community. With your support, we will create a Great Future for our young people and our city.

Mail in the pledge card below or donate online at http://bgcphila.ejoinme.org/donate

Thank you for pledging your support! Please fill out the following contact information:
Name:
Company (if applicable):

My Company will match this donation

Address:
City, State Zip:
Email:
Payment Method:

Phone:
Wire Transfer

I agree to pay the pledged amount:
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Credit Card

Personal Check

Single payment

Multiple payments not to exceed 3 years

Please mail to:
Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia
1518 Walnut Street
Suite 712
Philadelphia, PA 19102
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John Dugan, Partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers, has over 25
years of experience in financial, operational, and strategic advising
in the healthcare industry. John has served as a trusted advisor on
a variety of strategy, business transformation and compliance
management initiatives across many healthcare organizations.

John Scheffey, CEO of Core States Group, has over 25 years in the
industry. His superior work ethic, insightful customer focus and
hands-on approach, has inspired the team at Core States to expand
the market served to encompass architecture, engineering,
development services, program management, construction and
energy services. His diverse background drives his understanding of
client demands and focuses on exceeding client expectations.

Pierce Keating Jr. ,VP at Daniel J Keating Company, graduated in
2010 from Boston University with a degree in Business
Management. He began his career with Daniel J. Keating Company
while in high school, working after classes and summers in the
field. Pierce, Jr. is now a Project Manager as well as Vice President
of Development.

Kurt Williams, Partner at Deloitte & Touche LLP, has over 29 years of
experience in public accounting providing a full range of audit, other
assurance, and financial advisory services to organizations primarily
in the consumer & industrial products, distribution, technology/TMT
and retail/distribution industries.

Jamie Ohl, President of Insurance and Retirement Solutions at
Lincoln Financial Group, has extensive experience in the
investment and financial services industry. Throughout her career
she has been a force for positive change in the industry. Jamie
drives innovation in the retirement sector by finding better ways
to help people understand how their savings translates into
income so they are prepared when they retire.

Ebony Wortham, Assistant District Attorney in the City of
Philadelphia’s Office of the District Attorney, is a Philadelphia native,
who has dedicated her entire career to public service and the
betterment of her community, particularly focused on youth
development and related issues. With almost 13 years of experience,
Ebony is responsible for bringing novel juvenile justice practices and
programs to the DA’s Office, including building an effective continuum
of diversion, supervision, treatment and confinement so that the
most appropriate level of care is provided for all youth, consistent
with public safety.

Literacy Initiative

The Literacy Initiative continues to use multi-sensory
instruction to improve critical reading and writing skills.
Participants are showing great progress both in literacy
skills and self-confidence at the mid-year point of the
program. In addition, Literacy Supervisors incorporated
literacy into celebrating several events with Club members
in January and February, including the New Year, Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, Black History Month, Valentine’s Day
and President’s Day. Participants celebrated the New
Year by discussing and writing about their personal goals
for 2018. Black History Month included activities such as
reading and learning about famous African Americans,
including Bessie Coleman, Martin Luther King Jr., Marian
Anderson and others. To celebrate President’s Day, one
site’s participants wrote about the topic “If I Were
President” and read the book “Grace for President.”
Participants at another location wrote Valentine’s Day
cards to engage both their literacy and creative skills.
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